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Please raise your hand if:

ÅYou work on protecting rivers in the EU or Candidate Country

ÅYou work on protecting rivers outside the EU

ÅYou are familiar with the EU Water Framework Directive 
(WFD)

ÅYou can explain the criteria for Good Ecological Status in WFD 
terms

Brief introduction



Å Integrated approach to the protection, improvement and sustainable use 
of waters 

Å Objectives: all water bodies in good status by 2015 and ultimately by 2027

Å Powerful principles: non-deterioration and polluter pays

Å River basin approach: planning, management, reporting

Water Framework Directive
Cornerstone of EU water legislation 

ÅRiver Basin Management Plans
ÅReduce pressures to enable 

freshwater ecosystems to 
recover

ÅReporting in 6 year-cycles
ÅPublic participation



Å40% of surface water 
bodies in good status

Å9% of natural rivers in 
high status

Å> 40% of surface water 
bodies affected by 
physical changes 
(including dams)

State of our rivers
Eur. Environment Agency: State of Water 2018


