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The Large Hydropower Projects Plan

Which were the goals?

10 new large hydropower

Goal: Reduce energy
dependancy and reduce GHG 
emissions

Concessions permits payed
before Environmental Impact
Assessment

All works of overriding public
interest



The Large Hydropower Projects Plan

What was wrong?

No alternatives studyied

Cumulative impacts were never assessed

Violation of WFD requirements

Low energy contribution: 1,7 % of national electricity

production

Barrier effect

Lack of transparency: subsidies to “private” investments, 

permits with ilegal expiracy dates

Heritage (UNESCO)



Rios Livres Group: Who 
are we?

VISION | Defend alive rivers: protect the free 
flowing, take care of the threatened, save 
those at risk

MISSION | Activism in defense of free and 
clean rivers



Rios Livres Group: what do we do?

LEGAL WORK

Lawsuits delivered in Courts



Rios Livres Group: what do we do?

LOBBY WORK

Targeting decision makers and influencers
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ACTIVATING DIRECTLY AFFECTED PEOPLE

Actions developed together with local stakeholders
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Rios Livres Group: what do we do?

NATIONAL / INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGNS



Rios Livres Group: what do we do?

MEDIA WORK
Engaging with the “voices of democracy”



Rios Livres Group: what do we do?

EDUCATION / RASING AWARENESS

Debates, Lectures and Actions: 
desmistifying hydropower as green



Rios Livres Group: what do we do?

CREATING STRONGER MULTIDISCIPLINARY PLATFORMS

Study and demonstrate alternatives to 
hydropower in terms of energy production

Promote adaptation or removal of obsolete
barriers in the basin

Mitigation of impacts of necessary existing dams

Create a free flowing rivers legal conservation
status based on map of no go areas



Rios Livres Group: what do we do?

CREATING STRONGER MULTIDISCIPLINAR PLATFORMS

22nd May 2018: launch of DOURO VIVO Network



Rios Livres Group: where are we now?

2016: 2 hydropower projects canceled + 1 suspended until 2019 (Fridão)

2017: Portuguese Large Dam Program under criminal investigation for suspicions
of corruption

2018: First 2 dams removals in Portugal announced by authorities in the
launching of Douro Vivo

2019: STOP Fridão project



Rios Livres Group: where are we going?



THANK YOU!
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