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Middle Fork Flathead River, Montana 





U.S. President Lyndon Jphnson, 1968 



New River, North Carolina 













How Wild and Scenic Protects a River 

• No new dams, barriers or 
water resource projects 

• “Protects and Enhances” the 
river’s outstanding values 

• Protects riverside lands  

• Establishes water right 

• Establishes a River 
Management Plan 



Assessment of Potential Wild and Scenic Rivers 

• Federal agencies study 
rivers and classify them as 
“eligible” 

• Criteria:  
– Free-flowing 

– Have at least one 
“Outstandingly 
Remarkable Value” 

• Administrative protections 

 

 

 

 

 









Designation of  Wild and Scenic Rivers 

• Designation by Act of 
U.S. Congress 

• Governor of a state 
petitions the federal 
government  

 

 

 

 



Niobrara River, Nebraska 



East Rosebud Creek, Montana 



Fossil Creek, Arizona  



(8,046.72 km of Wild) 



Upper Green River, Wyoming 



Nooksack River, Washington 



Gila River, New Mexico 



www.americanrivers.org      www.rivers.gov  

http://www.americanrivers.org
http://www.rivers.gov


5000 miles of free rivers. 
5000 stories. 
One unified voice. 


