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Living Planet Report 2016
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-81%



Living Planet Report 2016

Fresh water LPI 1970 - 2010



Elwha Dam Removal on the Elwha River in WA, USA
Photo Source: US National Park Service

Dams removed in the USA



DRE Ambition

Free flowing rivers full of life for people
and nature by removing old, obsolete 

dams



Why remove dams?

Most eco-efficient measure
Danger

Cost effective i.r.t. maintance costs
Delivers WFD objectives

Strong way to involve people



France: 83,795 man-made obstacles

UK: 22,000 man-made obstacles

SWEDEN: 9,298 barriers 

Situation in Europe 2018

In European rivers there is a barrier every km



Situation in Europe 2018



Situation 2018 on Dam Removal:
France: 7.000 (large and small)

Sweden: 1.600 (mostly small)
Finland: 450

England & Wales: 129



Situation 2018:

30.000 obsolete dams in Europe…

Potential: 24 times the length of 
the Rhine can be freed! 



CASES: 
VILHOLT HYDRO POWER STATION
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Conclusions cases:

1. Fish species react swift and strong
2. River habitats are restored

3. Contribution to WFD, Eel Recovery Plan, 
Natura 2000

4. Local economy and identity can benefit
5. Often a delicate and emotional issue for 

communities



Dam Removal Europe – an open invitation

1. Knowledge exchange & inspiration
2. Create awareness
3. DRE network
4. Policy agenda
5. Finance



Knowledge exchange, inspiration 
and awareness

• Leon, Spain. November 2016. 

• Birmingham, UK. September 2017.  

• Madrid, Spain. April 2018.

• Vilnius, Lithuania. July 2018.

• Hudiksvall, Sweden. September 2018



Knowledge exchange, inspiration 
and awareness
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Network



Network



Policy agenda

1. Mapping dams in Europe & prio’s
2. Dam removal integrated into RBMP
3. Involvement of local communities
4. Alternatives to new dams





Finance
- Large donors & EU programs

- Crowd funding

https://crowdfunding.wnf.nl/



https://crowdfunding.wnf.nl/

Finance
- Large donors & EU programs

- Crowd funding



https://crowdfunding.wnf.nl/

Dam Removal Europe – an open invitation
Offer:
1. Network of specialists & inspiration
2. Seminar on Dam Removal in your country
3. Crowd funding for “ready to go, old dams”
We seek for:
1. Data on removed dams
2. List of “10 large priority dams”
3. Supporters
4. “Change makers” to put DRE on the map



https://crowdfunding.wnf.nl/

Dam Removal Europe – agenda 2019

1. Removal dams Selune, France
2. Seminar in Germany/Aus/Schweiz
3. Seminar in Lithuania
4. Presentation at ICPDR
5. River film festival Amsterdam



Coming up: 
Removal of 2 dams in Selune river,  

France,  spring 2019
www.damremoval.eu

http://www.damremoval.eu/

