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Dear river lovers, 
 
Riverwatch was so busy protecting European rivers that we failed to keep you informed! In this 
newsletter you find the most important news from the year 2018! To stand up for the protection of 
European water, raise your voice HERE for the uncompromised continuation of the Water 
Framework Directive! 
 
The team at Riverwatch wishes you a pleasant winter season! 
 
 

 
Riverwatch organizes first European Rivers Summit! In the end of September, Sarajevo became the 
center of European river conservationists and dam opponents. About 250 people from over 30 countries 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘȅŘǊƻǇƻǿŜǊ. In a declaration, participants 
called upon the EU and governments to stop investing in hydropower. The next European Rivers Summit 
will be held in Porto in 2020. VIDEO, MORE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://riverwatch.eu/en/protectwater
https://riverwatch.eu/en/general/videos/european-rivers-summit-2018-0
https://riverwatch.eu/en/general/news/first-european-rivers-summit-held-sarajevo
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ȰSave the Blue Heart of Europeȱ Ãampaign  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
#ProtectWater. The EU Water Framework Directive is one of the world's most advanced environmental 
directives, but many EU Member States want to weaken it. With the European initiative #ProtectWater, 
numerous NGOs, including Riverwatch, want to prevent this. Common goal: 1 million signatures to 
maintain the Water Framework Directive. Follow this link and raise your voice! 

 
 
 
 

 
Eco-Masterplan shows value of Balkan Rivers! This week, we published this comprehensive assessment 
of 80,000 river kilometers, combining knowledge about biodiversity, integrity of rivers and floodplains, 
and the location of protected areas. The study shows that 76 percent of Balkan Rivers are ecologically 
so valuable, that they should be completely off limits for hydropower development. An energy study 
included in the Eco-Masterplan proves that planned hydropower projects can be easily substituted by 
solar or wind power. A switch in energy policy is necessary and feasible. VISUAL STORY-MAP 

https://riverwatch.eu/en/protectwater
https://riverwatch.eu/en/balkanrivers/news/eco-masterplan-shows-value-balkan-rivers
https://balkanrivers.net/en/masterplan-storymap
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Concert for Balkan Rivers in Sarajevo! Hundreds of people raised their voices at our open-air concert 
for Balkan Rivers at the {ŀǊŀƧŜǾƻΩǎ Ŏƛǘȅ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ, as grand finale of the Rivers Summit. They were singing 
along with the popular musicians Rambo Amadeus, Eda Zari, Damir Imamovic and Tamara Obrovac to 
raise awareness for the massive destruction of Balkan rivers by hydropower, which is going on all over 
the Balkan peninsula. MORE 

 

 
Petition handover to EBRD. In June, representatives of the Blue-Heart-campaign and the outdoor 
company Patagonia hand-delivered 120,000 signatures to the EBRD (European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development). The petition calls on international development banks to halt their Balkan 
hydropower investments before the last wild rivers in Europe are irreversibly destroyed. MORE 
 
 

https://riverwatch.eu/en/balkanrivers/news/music-living-rivers-and-against-dams-%E2%80%93-hundreds-concert-balkan-rivers
https://blueheart.patagonia.com/intl/en/take-action
https://riverwatch.eu/en/balkanrivers/news/over-120000-petition-development-banks-drop-destructive-hydropower-balkans
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NEW STUDIES 

 
Endangered Fish Species in the Balkans. ¢ƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀƭƪŀƴǎ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ŦƛǎƘ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΣ 
according to a new study presented by Riverwatch and EuroNatur in April. The study reveals that 113 
endangered and rare fish species find habitat in these rivers. If the hydropower expansion goes as 
planned, about 50 species would go extinct or be driven to the brink of extinction. This is equivalent to 
about 10 percent of all European freshwater fish species. Thus, hydropower constitutes the biggest 
ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƛǎƘ ŦŀǳƴŀΦ The Guardian reported on it. 
 

 
Alternatives to hydropower! We commissioned a study to assess whether the projected hydropower 
plants in the Balkans can be substituted with other renewable sources of energy such as solar and wind. 
The study shows that the potential of these environmentally much sounder sources of energy exceeds 
the potential from hydropower by about five times and is up to twice as high as the current electricity 
demand. This means that the Balkan rivers could be spared, because new hydropower plants are not at 
all necessary! STUDY 

https://riverwatch.eu/en/balkanrivers/news/new-study-hydropower-development-puts-europe%E2%80%99s-fish-paradise-risk
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/apr/18/balkan-dam-projects-could-result-in-loss-of-one-in-10-european-fish-species
https://balkanrivers.net/sites/default/files/2018_The%20role%20of%20hydropower%20in%20selected%20SEE%20countries_final%281%29.pdf
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Bankwatch: International banks fund hydropower tsunami at pristine Balkan rivers. Every two years, 
we commission the NGO Bankwatch to survey the financing of hydropower projects in the Balkans. The 
2018 study shows that even more hydropower projects than previously known have been funded by 
banks such as ERSTE Bank, UniCredit and financial institutions such as EBRD, EIB and World Bank.  Many 
of the projects are planned within protected areas. MORE 

 

 
Study on the Ecosystem Vjosa. Over the past two years, scientists from Albania, Austria and Germany 
have been researching the largely unexplored ecosystem of the Vjosa. Their findings were recently 
published in the scientific publication Acta ZooBot Austria: In "The Vjosa in Albania - a riverine ecosystem 
of European significance", more than 40 scientists have put together their current knowledge on 385 
pages to prove the incredible value of this wild river system. STUDY 

https://riverwatch.eu/en/balkanrivers/news/international-banks-fuelling-hydropower-tsunami-study
https://balkanrivers.net/sites/default/files/Acta155-1_Web_FINAL.pdf
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Assessment of sediment transport in the Vjosa! The University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences 
Vienna (BOKU), together with the Polytechnic University of Tirana, have started an assessment of 
sediment transport in the Vjosa river in Albania. They are measuring the amount of gravel, sand and fine 
sediments the river transports each year. The results will allow conclusions about the efficiency of the 
planned hydropower projects, the consequential lowering of ground water levels, coastal erosion, etc. 
The report will be published in Spring 2019. MORE 

RIVERS IN BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA 

 
¢ƘŜ ōǊŀǾŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ YǊǳǑőƛŎŀΦ For over a year they have been occupying a bridge day and night to 
prevent the construction of two hydropower plants. They even resisted police violence. In June, a court 
overturned the construction licence, nevertheless the investor showed up with excavators in August. 
The unwavering women successfully fended off this violation! Before Christmas, judges are to make a 
final decision on whether the permits for the two hydropower projects are illegal. MORE 

https://riverwatch.eu/en/balkanrivers/news/assessment-sediment-transport-vjosa-has-started
https://riverwatch.eu/en/balkanrivers/news/brave-women-kru%C5%A1%C4%8Dica-win-court-case-against-dam-construction
https://riverwatch.eu/en/balkanrivers/news/brave-women-kru%C5%A1%C4%8Dica-win-court-case-against-dam-construction
https://riverwatch.eu/en/balkanrivers/news/another-victory-%E2%80%9Cbrave-women-kru%C5%A1%C4%8Dica%E2%80%9D

