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World River News

Dear river lovers

Riverwatch was so busy protecting European rivers that we failed to keep you infofm#uds
newsletter you findhe most important news from the year 2018! To stand up for the protection of
Europeanwater, raise your voiceHEREfor the uncompromisedcontinuation of the Water
Framework Directive!

The team at Rigrwatch wishes yowa pleasant winter seasadn

SAVE EURD

PE'S RIVERS - sTOP THE DQMS!W |

250 people ffom over 30 colmtries attended the first Euwropean Rivers Sumiiiit® |
in Sarajevo. © Luka Tomac (Art) and Flying Pangolin Film (Photo) E
Riverwatch organizes first European Rivers Sumnhit'the end ofSeptembey Sarajevo became the
center of European river conservationists and dam opponétsut 250 people from over 30 countries
RA&a0Odza&dSR K2¢ (2 ad2L) 0§KS RSai Nizdéchanton, gaficiprdsNE LIS
called upon the EU and govenents to stop investing in hydropoweFhe next European Rivers Summit
will be held in Porto in 202/IDEQMORE



https://riverwatch.eu/en/protectwater
https://riverwatch.eu/en/general/videos/european-rivers-summit-2018-0
https://riverwatch.eu/en/general/news/first-european-rivers-summit-held-sarajevo
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ONLY k0% oF THE EU’S RIVERS AND LAKES ARE HEALTHY.

CAN'T SWiM

WHERE DO WE

SPAWN Now?l | - —¢ | T e =Tl
TO \RRIGATE o E Too MucH FERTIHZBR |$
FieLps! PoWWUTING OUR \mm.

#ProtectWater.The EU Water Framework Dlrectlve is one of the world's most advanced environmental
directives, but many EU Member States want to weakeaWith the European initiative #ProtectWater
numerous NGOs, including Riverwatch, want to prevent this. Common Yaulllion signatures to
maintain the Water Framework Directivieollow this linkand raise your voice!

(Bave the Blue Heart of Europe6 ampaign Q\«;&E\;

\',ALKAN RlVERS

DRAWING A\ LS IN.THE S AN D
EcoMasterpIan shows value of Balkan RlveFEhls Weekwepubllshed this comprehensiassessment

of 80,000 river kometers combiningknowledge about bidiversity, integrity of rivers and floodplains
and the location of protected areasThe study showthat 76 percentof BalkanRvers are ecologically
so valuable, that they should be completely off limits for hydropower developmfemtenergy study
included in the EctMasterplanprovesthat planned hydropower projects can be easily substituted by
solar or wind powerA switch in energy policy is necessary dedsible.VISUAL STORYAP



https://riverwatch.eu/en/protectwater
https://riverwatch.eu/en/balkanrivers/news/eco-masterplan-shows-value-balkan-rivers
https://balkanrivers.net/en/masterplan-storymap
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'Ansingersjoine,g theirvoice;s’"ip the'gr dﬂdalﬁ& the{;oncert for Balkan Rivers. © Nick St. Oegger

Concert for Balkan Rivers in Sarajevgundreds of people raised their Voicesalr open-air ooncert

for Balkan Rivers ahe { | NJ 2 S @2 Q,&s gtakdlifidale Of$hg RiveES Sumniihey were singing
along with the popular musiciarBambo Amadeus, Eda Zari, Damir Imamovic and Tamara Oloovac
raise awareness for the massive destructionBdlkanriversby hydropowerwhich is going on all over
the Balkan peninsula/ORE

Petltlon handover to EBRDIn June, representatlves of the Bluteart-campalgn and the outdoor
company Patagonia hargklivered120,000 signatures to the EBRD (European Bank for Reconstruction
and Development). Theetition calls on international development banks to halt their Balkan
hydropower investments beforthe last wild rivers in Europe are irreversibly destroy/d@RE


https://riverwatch.eu/en/balkanrivers/news/music-living-rivers-and-against-dams-%E2%80%93-hundreds-concert-balkan-rivers
https://blueheart.patagonia.com/intl/en/take-action
https://riverwatch.eu/en/balkanrivers/news/over-120000-petition-development-banks-drop-destructive-hydropower-balkans
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NEW STUDIES

Balkan Rivers-

Endangered Flsh Speaes

Distributions and threats from hydropower developmen’r

Endangered Fish Species in tBalkans¢ KS NAJSNE Ay GKS .l f{llya 02y
according to anew studypresented by Rierwatch and EuroNatur in April. The study reveals that 113
endangered and rare fish species find habitat in these rivérthe hydropower expansion goes as
planned, about 50 species would go extinct or be driven to the brink of extinction. This ialequio

about 10 percent of all European freshwater fish species. Thus, hydropower constitutes the biggest
OKNBFG G2 2dzNJ Ohg Guargich yejofed orffithA & K F I dzy' | &

e

e3 consult
he role of hydropoy -
South-Eastern Eure

Alternatlves to hydropower'We commlssmned a study to assess whetherpm;ected hydropower
plants in the Balkans can be substituted with other renewable sowtesergysuch as solar and wind.
The study shows thate potential oftheseenvironmentally much sounder sources of eneeggeeds
the potential from hydropower by aboutve times ands up totwice as high as the current electricity
demand. This means that the Balkavers could be spared, because nbydropower plants are not at
all necessary§TUDY


https://riverwatch.eu/en/balkanrivers/news/new-study-hydropower-development-puts-europe%E2%80%99s-fish-paradise-risk
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/apr/18/balkan-dam-projects-could-result-in-loss-of-one-in-10-european-fish-species
https://balkanrivers.net/sites/default/files/2018_The%20role%20of%20hydropower%20in%20selected%20SEE%20countries_final%281%29.pdf

Newsletter November 2018

Bankwatch: International banks fund hydropower tsunami at pristine Balkan rivegsery two years,

we commission the NGO Bankwatch to survey the financing of hydropower projectsBalkans. The

2018 study shows that even more hydropower projects than previously known have been funded by
banks such as ERSTE Bank, UniCredit and financial institutions such as EBRD, EIB and World Bank. M:
of the projects are planned within protesd areasMORE

Study on the Ecosystem Vjos@ver the past two years, scientists from Albania, Austria and Germany
have been researching the largely unexplored ecosystem of the Vjosa. Their findings were recently
published in the scientific publication Acta ZooBot Austria: In "The Vjosa in Allbamiarine ecosystem

of European significance", more than 40 scientists have put together their current knowledge on 385
pages to prove the incredible value of this wild river syst8mJDY


https://riverwatch.eu/en/balkanrivers/news/international-banks-fuelling-hydropower-tsunami-study
https://balkanrivers.net/sites/default/files/Acta155-1_Web_FINAL.pdf
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Assessment of sediment transport in the Vjos@he University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences
Vienna (BOKU), together with the Polytechnic University of Tirana, have started an assessment of
sediment transport in the Vjosa river Albania. They are measuring the amount of gravel, sand and fine
sediments the river transports each year. The results will allow conclusions about the efficiency of the
planned hydropower projects, theonsequentialowering of ground \ater levels, coastal erosion, etc.

The report will be published in Spring 20MORE

RIVERS IN BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA

¢tKS O0NI @S 42 YBofove &year tazdavd K@éndccupying a bridge day and night to
prevent the construction ofwo hydropower plans. They even resisted police violence. In Jureyuat
overturned the construction licengenevertheless the investor showed up with excavators in August.
The urwavering women successfully fended tiffs violation! Before Christmas, judgaee to make a
final decisionon whether the permits for the two hydropowesrojectsare illegalMORE



https://riverwatch.eu/en/balkanrivers/news/assessment-sediment-transport-vjosa-has-started
https://riverwatch.eu/en/balkanrivers/news/brave-women-kru%C5%A1%C4%8Dica-win-court-case-against-dam-construction
https://riverwatch.eu/en/balkanrivers/news/brave-women-kru%C5%A1%C4%8Dica-win-court-case-against-dam-construction
https://riverwatch.eu/en/balkanrivers/news/another-victory-%E2%80%9Cbrave-women-kru%C5%A1%C4%8Dica%E2%80%9D

